A: Telescopic view (4 mm, 0°) of the lateral nasal wall on the right side shows an accessory ostium ofthe right maxillary sinus in the area ofthe anterior fontanelle (AF) and another accessory ostium in the area of the posterior fontanelle (PF), ethmoid bulla (EB), middle turbinate (MT), inferior turbinate (IT), and uncinate process (up) the nasolacrimal apparatus. When performing a middle meatal antrostomy through a retrograde uncinectomy, the surgeon must take care not to inadvertently injure the nasolacrimal duct.v' When using the back-biting forceps to enlarge the natural ostium of the maxillary sinus in an anterior direction, the surgeon should remember that the mean distance from the maxillary ostium to the nasolacrimal duct has been reported to be approximately 0.9 em." Unlike the anterior fontanelle, the posterior fontanelle serves as a relatively safe surgical landmark during a middle meatal antrostomy. The antrostomy window should be widened in a posterior direction by excising the posterior fontanelle.
A maxillary sinoscopic view of the medial wall of the left maxillary sinus will show the relationship of the natural ostium and the posterior fontanelle (figure, C).
In order to differentiate the fontanelles of the skull from those of the nasal cavity, the latter should be referred to as nasal fontanelles.
